TISZA   FIRM
He expressly recommends a preventive war, but is in favour of striking at once; and adds ingeniously: "From a military point of view I must point out that it would be better to go -to war now than later. . . . We have already lost two opportunities. If we do not strike now, this will be taken in the Southern Slav provinces as a sign of weakness." Count Sttirgkh goes a step farther still, to cover all events, and suggests: "It would probably be well to remove the reigning family in Belgrade and give the crown to a European prince"
Count Tisza's fighting-spirit grows with opposition. When the War Counts and Knights insist unanimously on unacceptable demands to Serbia, Hungary grows threatening: "7 have met you, gentlemen, so far as to concede that the demands should be very hard. If, however, our intention of proposing unacceptable terms is undisguised, • we shall be in an impossible situation legally for declaring war. If my point of view is disregarded in the note, I shall draw the consequences." Then he turns on Bilinski, and "declares that he is partly responsible for the Sarajevo murder.
Now it is the turn of the military. The Minister of War states that a war on three fronts is possible. The balance of forces and the "probable course of a European war1' are considered. They part, still undecided.
Will Count Tisza's firm attitude-avert the catastrophe?
*                   *
Von Tschirschky-Bogendorff, the German Ambassador in Vienna, was shrewd, unobtrusive, cautious, a man of some education, good-natured, and not wholly old-fashioned. He looked the part, too, with his clerkly face, in which everything was very refined—hair, glance, and even voice. He had once been Secretary of State, but had afterwards moved down again. He was even more anxious to preserve respect for his position than for his person; was not vain, and improved on acquaintance.
His only grudge was against the Court of Petersburg:
49                                  DLord; there is no consultation between them. The Minister of War has to make a hurried guess at Austria's
